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Statement on the Propesed DHS/ICE Detention Facility in Hagerstown- Jan 29,2026

The Washington County NAACP stands in unwavering solidarity with our immigrant neighbors and local advocates in
firm opposition to the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) recent purchase of a warehouse in Hagerstown for the
purposes of establishing an ICE detention center.

The NAACP has made its position clear: federal immigration enforcement must not be a "blank check" for the violation of
human rights. NAACP President and CEO Derrick Johnson recently stated, "America can never be truly great if it only
belongs to one race or one community... when individuals are pulled aside, questioned, or detained simply because they
speak a different language or don't look like those in power, that is racial profiling, and it is a direct violation of our
Constitution."

The proposed Hagerstown facility represents a dangerous expansion of a system that disproportionately targets Black and
Brown communities. We refuse to remain silent while our county is used as a hub for an agency that operates with
documented patterns of abuse, medical neglect, and the traumatic separation of families.

Our Calls to Action to Elected Officials and Local Business:
We call upon our city, county, state. and federal representatives to move beyond passive observation and take decisive
action:

e To Federal Representatives (McClain-Delaney, Van Hollen, Alsobooks): We ask that you press DHS for
immediate transparency regarding the timeline, capacity, and transportation plans for this site. We urge the
exploration of budget riders to strip funding from this specific facility.

e To State Leadership (Governor and Attorney General): We ask the state to exercise its oversight authority to
enforce civil rights and health standards, making it clear that Maryland will not be a silent host to a regional
deportation hub.

e To Washington County Commissioners: We urge the passing of a formal resolution opposing the facility and a
pledge to provide zero voluntary cooperation, including no infrastructure improvements or marketing support for
ICE.

e To Local Businesses (Rider Jet Center and Carriers): We call on Rider Jet Center and airlines like Allegiant to
commit publicly that they will not service ICE deportation flights. Do not let your brand be the fuel for the
machinery of displacement.

The Human Cost of Detention
The statistics of the current "warehouse detention" model are staggering and inhumane:

e Deaths in Custody: Fiscal Year 2025 was the deadliest on record for ICE detention, with deaths in custody rising
sharply compared to previous years.

e Civil Rights Violations: Reports indicate that over 70% of those currently detained have no criminal record,
highlighting that this is a system of mass incarceration based on status, not public safety.

e Racial Profiling: The targeting of Black and Brown immigrants is a systemic abuse of power that undermines the
due process guaranteed to every person on American soil.

"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter." — Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

We will not be silent. We will not allow Hagerstown to become a link in a pipeline of injustice. We remain committed to
ensuring that our community remains a place of safety, not a site of state-sponsored trauma.

In Solidarity,

Washingten Ceunty NAACP Executive Commillee
The Executive Committee of the Washington County NAACP 7030B



