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HAGERSTOWN, MD — On behalf of the Washington County NAACP, we are issuing this statement in response to recent
public comments made by Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) President John Barr. While Commissioner Barr has

remained silent on these matters during public meetings, his recent 103.7 interview revealed a shocking disregard for

human dignity and a dereliction of his duty to the constituents of Washington County.

In a recent interview, Commissioner Barr referred to the arrival of an ICE warehouse by stating we must “make
lemonade out of lemons” and suggested the county should “soak it to them” regarding service fees.

The NAACP finds this language abhorrent. Human beings are not fruit to be squeezed for profit, nor are they bargaining
chips to be traded for highway funds or airport towers. To equate a facility that threatens the civil rights and safety of
immigrants as a financial opportunity is a dehumanizing dismissal of the constitutional concerns at hand.

Leadership is not found in hiding from the public while speaking "loosely" on podcasts. It is found in transparency and
the protection of human rights. Commissioner Barr’s claim that this situation is "out of his hands" is factually incorrect

and politically cowardly.

The Washington County NAACP hereby issues the following demands to the BOCC:

e We demand the BOCC pass an official resolution formally opposing the ICE facility.
e A pledge that the county will provide no infrastructure improvements, marketing support, or voluntary aid to

DHS or ICE.
e Animmediate policy ensuring the Washington County Regional Airport is off-limits for ICE-chartered deportation

flights.
e The aggressive use of local zoning, health department approvals, and water/sewage allocation authority to block

the conversion of this facility.

We will not allow the dignity of our community to be sold for federal dollars. The NAACP expects our leaders to serve
with a moral compass, not a calculator. We will continue to mobilize and hold our elected officials accountable until

these demands are met.
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